Professional Development:  Diving In and Stepping Out 

In order to ensure that students receive instruction delivered by teachers grounded in effective principles of language learning and teaching, programs must equip instructors with initial and ongoing professional development.  Teachers need opportunities to reflect on their practice, gain knowledge, and have the chance to share assumptions and practices with colleagues.  Challenged by practical constraints, teachers need professional development solutions which offer flexible, sustained and personalized learning options.  This plenary will present current trends and research on professional development in order to enhance teacher effectiveness. 
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