Teaching the Vowel System of North American English

This keynote address is planned as a workshop complementing John Murphy*s plenary presentation (which is titled, *Should we be teaching pronunciation?  Yes, but rhythm comes first!*). Complementing the plenary*s central themes, the workshop models a set of highly interactive communicative procedures for working with students (and teachers) of English as they learn to enhance their control over the vowel system of English.  Increased clarity of *vowels* connects with increased control over the system of *word stress* in English, which leads to better control over the *rhythm system* of English, which results in overall enhanced intelligibility and confidence when speaking.  The workshop features a series of engaging information-gap activities designed to capture learners' interests and engage their motivation as they learn to strengthen their use of vowels, word stress, sentence stress, and rhythms of spoken English.  The activities Dr. Murphy will introduce highlight peer collaboration, negotiations of meaning, analysis of vowel sounds, and constant application to words and phrases the learner knows that she or he really needs to use.  Workshop participants will recognize many possibilities for creating a wide range of communicative, information-gap activities on their own that will be useful when working with learners from a wide range of proficiency levels.

        John Murphy is senior faculty (professor) in the department of Applied Linguistics/ESL at Georgia State University in Atlanta (1988 to present). He received his doctorate in TESOL from Teachers College, Columbia University.  Dr. Murphy's book publications include: Understanding the Course We Teach:  Local Perspective on English Language Teaching (University of Michigan Press, 2001) and Essentials in Teaching Academic Oral Communication (Houghton Mifflin, 2005).  In addition, John has published numerous articles in leading Applied Linguistics journals along with many book chapters.  His research interests include the teaching of ESL/EFL listening, speaking, and pronunciation; teacher education; and methods of second/foreign language instruction.  Currently, John serves on the TESOL Quarterly editorial board and is former chair of International TESOL's Book Publications Committee.

