Independent Learning through Emergentism
MEXTESOL has chosen for its theme this year “Revolutionary Teaching, Independent Learning.”  In this plenary, I will address the second half of this theme.  I will discuss changing views of second language learning over the years from behaviorism, to cognitivism, to constructivism. The newest theory on the scene, emergentism, is inspired by a complex systems view of language and language acquisition.  Such a view sees learners’ language resources as a dynamic ensemble of language-using patterns, which emerge independently when learners are given opportunities to use language in psychologically authentic and socially interactive situations.
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