Teaching Grammaring:  A Revolutionary Teaching Approach

MEXTESOL has chosen for its theme this year “Revolutionary Teaching, Independent Learning.”  In this presentation, I will address the first half of this theme. I will contrast a traditional view of teaching grammar with a newer approach of teaching grammaring.  In a traditional approach, grammar is seen as a set of fixed rules, separate from vocabulary. The rules concern grammatical accuracy, and they are learned through practice exercises and by drilling, which students sometimes find boring.   By way of contrast, a grammaring approach is revolutionary. It is concerned not only with accuracy, but also with the use of grammatical structures in meaningful and appropriate ways.  It sees grammar as a set of patterns, best learned through psychologically authentic activities.  It recognizes that because the patterns change, it is important to teach the reasons for why things are they way they are.  I will discuss these contrasts and others, and illustrate the five steps to a grammaring approach.
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