TESOL: Is it Science?  Is it Art?

 

Abstract

In this presentation, I want to take a personal look at a question that has been interrogated by many of us over a considerable number of years. Is TESOL a science or an art? This question immediately leads to the unfolding of a number of interrelated questions: What is ‘science’? What is ‘art’? Do they intersect, or do they inhabit different universes, as the philosophers of knowledge seem to suggest? 

 

I would like to give you my personal perspective on these questions, and illustrate them with some stories from my own professional growth and development. I doubt that the conclusions I come to will surprise you, but I hope that the stories I have to tell will resonate with you, and will stimulate you to think about how you might answer the questions in light of your own professional experiences. 
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