 

Teaching English to Young Learners: Development and Diversity

 

In this presentation, I will look at some of the fundamentals of teaching English to Young Learners. The term “young learner” covers a broad chronological age span from around three years of age to about fifteen. The key to successful instruction is to match the learning experiences provided to the learners with their physical needs and their psychological stage of development. In this presentation, I will look at the characteristics of these developmental stages and discuss the kinds of instruction that are appropriate to these different stages. However, many classrooms will consist of learners who differ, not just in terms of their developmental stage, but also in terms of their language proficiency, aptitude and motivation. In the final part of the presentation, I will look at the important issue of teaching mixed level groups. 
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