Revolutionizing teaching: Using corpora for independent learning

Using corpora in the EFL classroom truly is revolutionizing language teaching. Not only do corpora provide us teachers with authentic linguistic data, our students also become independent explorers of the language they are learning. Of course, this does not work without the guidance of an experienced teacher. Therefore, this keynote address aims to encourage teachers to explore the English language together with their students by providing the following: 1, a brief overview of what a corpus is, how it is built, and what information it provides; 2, an introduction to important English language corpora and how they can be accessed on the Internet; 3, a presentation of a simple downloadable corpus analysis program that students and teachers can use to build their own learner corpora; and 4, a demonstration of various tasks using these corpora for independent learning.
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